
 

Pam & Russ Gates get the Volunteer 
of the Month award for their count-
less hours they have spent helping 
set up, execute and clean up VWLN 
events.  In addition, Pam is the Team 
#ÈÁÉÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ,ÁËÅ .ÏÎÁȭÓ 2ÅȤ
lay for Life and has successfully es-
tablished  39 teams together for this 
ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  &ÕÒÔÈÅÒȟ ) ÓÐÏÔÔÅÄ 2ÕÓÓ 
volunteering for the Community 
Cleanup for Earth Day .I could go on 
an on about Pam and Russ.  They 

moved to VillageWalk just over 
one year ago from Chicago and 
became fast friends to many peo-
ple here in the community.  They 
are here only part-time but spend 
so much time getting involved and 
helping out.  Thank you to this 
awesome couple for their dedica-
tion to getting involved, giving 
back and making a difference in 
this community.  Congratulate them 
when you see them.  Thank you! :)  
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Calendar of Events & Activities at a Glance  

5/1ɂRelay for Life meeting 6:30PM 
5/1ɂWalk/Run Meet 6PM 
5/3ɂPoker Night Deli 7PM 
5/3ɂMahjongg  3PM 
5/3ɂTai Chi  6:30PM 
5/3ɂWalker/Run Meet 6PM 
5/4 ɂPJ Themed Bingo 7PM 
5/5ɂRelay for Life EVENT 2PM 
5/5ɂCinco De Mayo  
5/7ɂEmergency Mgmt Meeting 6:30 
5/8ɂPilates& Sculpt 6:30PM 
5/8ɂFriendly Game of Poker 7PM 
5/9ɂTrivia Night 6PM  
5/10ɂDressed in Hope Sewing 10AM 
5/10ɂBunco  6:45PM 
5/10ɂ Tai Chi 6:45PM 
5/10ɂ Poker Night 7PM 
5/11ɂFish Fry at the Deli 7PM 
5/11ɂNintendo Wii  6:30PM  
5/11ɂ Basketball 7PM 
5/13ɂ(ÁÐÐÙ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 
5/13ɂ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ "ÒÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ ρρ!- 

5/14ɂPilates and Sculpt 6:15PM 
5/15ɂWalk/Run Meet 6PM 
5/15ɂFriendly Game of Poker 7PM 
5/16ɂSocial Committee 7PM 
5/17ɂMahjongg 3PM 
5/17ɂPoker night at the Deli 7PM 
5/17ɂTai Chi/Qigong 6:45PM 
5/21ɂPilates and Sculpt 6:15PM 
5/22ɂWalk/Run Meet 6PM 
5/23ɂFriendly Game of Poker 7PM 
5/24ɂBunco night 6:45PM 
5/24ɂPoker Night at the Deli 7PM 
5/25ɂFamily Movie Night ɀ7PM 
5/26ɂKaraoke Night 7:30PM 
5/28ɂHappy Memorial Day 
5/29ɂFriendly Game of Poker 7PM 
5/29ɂWalk/Run Meet 6PM 
5/31ɂMahjongg 3PM 
5/31ɂPoker Night at the Deli 7PM 
5/31ɂTai Chi/Qigong 6:45PM 
6/1ɂCommunity Bingo 7PM 



V I L L A G E W A L K  B U L L E T I N  

 

A Message from your Activities Director 

 
Greetings VillageWalkers, 
 

Happy May 1st.  I hope this newsletter reaches 
you on a happy and sunny day. 
 

The first thing I want to mention is, what hap-
ÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ !ÐÒÉÌ ÓÈÏ×ÅÒÓ ÂÒÉÎÇ -ÁÙ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓȩ  )ÔȭÓ 
certainly dry out there.  I keep telling myself not 
to pray for rain too much, but our ponds and lakes 
really need a drink.   
 

)ÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÈÏ× ×ÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄȤ
scaping looks around VillageWalk, and it shows  
how well Mainscape is doing. 
 

Speaking of, have you had a chance to take a long walk around the com-
munity.  Now that VillageWalk has been established for 6 years, the 
trees are maturing and this time of year there is so much color every-
where.  As a mental note, maybe try getting out for a walk at least 30 
minutes a day.  It will help your mind, your physical being and you may 
get a chance to meet a new friend.  Health and Exercise is so essential to 
our well-beings.   
 

May Events and Activities will continue on a slower pace as the last few 
ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÈÅÃÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎÙȢ  ) ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÖÏÌȤ
ÕÎÔÅÅÒÅÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÌÅÓÓ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ,ÁËÅ .ÏÎÁȭÓ 2ÅÌÁÙ ÆÏÒ ,ÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ 
raised more than $6500 to help those in need and to help find the cure 
for cancer.   
 

This may come to you unexpectedly, but I am leaving VillageWalk. I 
want to wish you all the best as I have made the decision to move on.  It 
is for the best interest of my family as my daughter changes and grows 
daily.  I trust each of you will embrace the new Director in their mission 
at creating an amazing lifestyle for all of you.  I leave here with many 
wonderful memories, new friends and lifelong experiences that I will 
cherish for years to come.  Thank you for sharing your lives with me, for 
your countless dedication in helping with Events and Activities and for 
ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÁÕÇÈÓȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÍÉÓÓ 
ÙÏÕ ÂÕÔ )ȭÌÌ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȢ 9ÏÕ 
can find me on Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Pinterest.   
 

My best to you all, 
 
Amanda Masterjohn 

 



$ÅÒÅËȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ 
 

My name is Derek Morgan and it is with great excitement that I have the 
opportunity to introduce myself as the Community Manager for Access 
Residential Management at Village Walk at Lake Nona. 
 
I was raised in Middlesbrough in the UK. If you have ever visited Mid-
dlesbrough you will understand why the weather here in Central Florida 
is so compelling and why we moved here 11 years ago! My career has 
been interesting and diverse. I completed my MBA at the University of 
Luton in England, spent 20 successful years in the IT world installing computer systems into banks 
and brokerage companies worldwide and moved to the U.S. to do something entirely different ɀ 
largely because I could! 
 
3ÉÎÃÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 53 ) ÈÁÖÅ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÉÔÙ ÉÎ -ÁÉÔÌÁÎÄȟ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒÓ ÔÏ ËÉÄÓ 
in Osceola County, headed up a large customer service organization and led 3 Del Webb communi-
ties in South Carolina representing some 14,000 residents.  I currently manage Del Webb Orlando 
HOA and have done for the past year or so. I have put a strong team in place there so I plan to con-
tinue with that responsibility.  
 
I confess I am very excited to be back in Orlando. Actually, my wife Mandy and daughter Amy would 
freely tell you that we missed Orlando way-more than we missed England! My past professional 
and personal experiences give me the chance to provide the excellent customer service that is ex-
pected at Village Walk and I welcome the opportunity. 
 
I am a Tampa Bay Bucs fan ɀ which is not always easy to admit! In my spare time, I enjoy photogra-
phy, fishing on the Lake Butler chain, golfing wherever I can and woodworking ɀ which my wife re-
fers to as making dust!  I am also a volunteer at Give Kids the World in Kissimmee. 
 
When you see me around the community or in the beautiful Town Center clubhouse please say 
hello, as I hope to meet as many of you as possible. I truly look forward to working with all of you. 
There will certainly be challenges along the way, however, I am confident with your support and 
that of the team around me, we will be able to achieve the extraordinary! 
 
I am acutely aware of the recent changes our community has experienced. We have had some staff 
turn -over that has left us in a state of flux. Honestly, I anticipate more changes in the near future as 
we work to stabilize things. My goal is simple: to develop a team of professionals who are capable 
of delivering consistent, high quality service to all of our residents. We will be diligent in our pur-
suit of this goal and mindful of the community rules as we do so.  All residents have a right to expect 
consistent application of the community rules and regulations and we will be looking at options to 
improve enforcement in that regard. 
 
If you ever need to contact me, the fastest way is by email: dmorgan@accessyourcommunity.com or 
leave me a message at the Town Center on 407-888-2704. 
 
Best regards, 
Derek 



A Letter from Commissioner Diamond  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As you may know, my term as an Orlando City Commissioner will be ending on May 31st.   
Public service has been the honor of my life.  I am grateful to you, the citizens of District One and the 
City of Orlando, for gracing me with a journey which many can only dream of.    Public service is an 
awesome opportunity to be involved  and make a difference.   Thank you for your confidence and 
allowing me to serve our community.  
 I am proud of the many accomplishments that we have achieved in the district and the City over the past ten years.  For 
example... 
      -Purchase and protection of 35 acres of environmentally sensitive land on Dixie Belle Drive next to Barber Park for 
future park and green space use. 
      -Making much needed improvements at numerous city parks and recreation facilities such as Wadeview Park,  De-
laney Park and Blankner ball field. 
       -Reaching agreement with Lake Nona developer to create the largest park in Orlando with hundreds of acres of ac-
tive and passive park space. 
      -Road improvements such as Narcoossee Road and Conway road widenings. 
       -Construction and installation of numerous sidewalks and traffic signals and safety devices to help 
keep neighborhoods safe. 
      -Construction of drainage improvements to prevent and reduce flooding in Wadeview, Delaney, Lancaster and other 
areas.  
     -Funding of Southeast lakes plan to prevent flooding around Lakes Lucerne, Cherokee, Davis, Weldona and Lancas-
ter and improve lake quality. 
      -Creation of Medical City which will generate thousands of jobs and improve health care for our community. 
     -Establishment of commuter rail in Central Florida and mass transit connecting Thornton Park and Parramore 
neighborhoods with the rest of Downtown 
      -Tightening of Sunshine laws for public meetings and toughening of City lobbying rules.  
       -Returning unspent district funds to city general fund every year. 
 Many thanks to the hard working men and women who work for the City and help maintain our quality of life. Special 
thanks to Jeanne Wilson and Sandy Johnson who did a great job managing the office, solving citizen and neighbor-
hood problems and organizing special events.   Also, thanks to Orlando Police Department Officers Ernest Smith,  John 
Keefe and Edgar Malave who served so capably as district liaisons for our citizens and neighborhoods.     
 Effective June 1, 2012, you will have a new City Commissioner.  Generally, If you live east of Conway Gardens Road 
your district remains District 1 and your new commissioner is Commissioner Jim Gray.   If you live west of Conway Gar-
dens Road your district falls under District 4, Commissioner Patty Sheehan.    You can reach the appropriate Commis-
sioner or their staff at: 
 District 1-Jim Gray - 407-246-2001 
                            
Questions or Comments 
If you have any other questions, comments or concerns, please call me at 407-246-2001 or email me at 
phil.diamond@cityoforlando.net .  My aide, Jeanne Wilson, can be reached at 407-246-3011 or email at 
jeanne.wilson@cityoforlando.net  and Police Officer Edgar Malave can be reached at 407-246-2513 or email at ed-
gar.malave@cityoforlando.net.  

 
City Website 

 You can always obtain information about city services on the City's website at www.cityoforlando.net and the District 
1 site at www.cityoforlando.net/elected/council/diamond.htm .  You can also see copies of our district newsletters at 
the District 1 site. 

Thank you again. 
Best wishes. 
Phil Diamond  - Commissioner District 1ɂOrlando City Commission 
  
P. S. - Many of you have asked about my plans.   I will be continuing to work as an attorney in private practice.  Feel free 
to say hello at my law firm email or phone number- pdiamond@carltonfields.com or 407-849-0300.     

tel:407-246-2001
tel:407-246-2001
mailto:phil.diamond@cityoforlando.net
tel:407-246-3011
mailto:jeanne.wilson@cityoforlando.net
tel:407-246-2513
mailto:edgar.malave@cityoforlando.net
mailto:edgar.malave@cityoforlando.net
http://www.cityoforlando.net/
http://www.cityoforlando.net/elected/council/diamond.htm
mailto:pdiamond@carltonfields.com
tel:407-849-0300


Bingo Night with Pajama Theme  

Friday, May 4th, 2012  

7:00PM Sharp in Ballroom  
Come wearing your favorite PJės. this is an 

all ages event ĕ $1.00 per card and 5 cards maximum 

per person.  Prizes for each round and the coverall 

round winner receives a $25.00 cash prize.  

 

Please keep your pajamas family friendly  





SEASON  
IS NOT SO LOVELY!  

For those of us Floridians that gear up each year for love bug Season, we thought it would be helpful for 
our new residents that have not experienced this phenomenon before, to be educated and well prepared 
to know how to handle the annual swarms of love bugs which can number in the hundreds of thousands.  

These slow, drifting movement of the insects is almost reminiscent of snow fall except the flies also rise in 
the air. Two major flights occur each year, first in late spring, then again in late summer. In south Florida, 
a third (but smaller) flight can occur in December. The spring flight occurs during late April and May, the 
summer during late August and September. Flights extend over periods of four to five weeks. Mating 
takes place almost immediately after emergence of the females. Adult females live only three to four days, 
while males live a little longer. Not to fear though... 

This species' reputation as a public nuisance is due not to any bite or sting (it is incapable of either), but to its slightly acidic body 
chemistry. Because airborne love bugs can exist in enormous numbers near highways, they die en masse on automobile windshields, 

hoods, and radiator grills when the vehicles travel at high speeds. If left for more than an 
hour or two, the remains become dried and extremely difficult to remove. Their body 
chemistry has a nearly neutral 6.5 pH but may become acidic at 4.25 pH if left on the car 
for a day.[2]  In the past, the acidity of the dead adult body, especially the female's egg 
masses, often resulted in pits and etches in automotive paint and chrome if not quickly 
removed.[6]  However, advances in automotive paints and protective coatings have reduced 
this threat significantly. Now the greatest concern is excessive clogging of vehicle radiator 
air passages with the bodies of the adults, with the reduction of the cooling effect on en-
gines, and the obstruction of windshields when the remains of the adults and egg masses 
are smeared on the glass. 

Lovebug adults are attracted to light-colored surfaces, especially if they are freshly painted, but the adults can congregate almost 
anywhere by reacting to the effects of sunlight on automobile fumes, asphalt, and other products affected by environmental factors 
still not completely understood. 

FOLKLOREɂUrban legend holds that lovebugs are syntheticɂthe result of a University of Florida genetics experiment gone wrong. 

Much speculation about the lovebug still thrives. This is partly because the immature stage of this insect is seldom seen, as it  lives 
and feeds in the thatch of grasses for most of the year. As a result, most scientists are not as concerned with the details of this in-
sect's life cycle, biology, and other facets of its existence as they are with more serious pests. While various fungi are known or sus-
pected of being natural controls for this species,[2]  time and funding do not allow for more study, except as a side interest. 

Research of L. L. Buschman showed that migration explained the introduction of the lovebug into Florida and other southeastern 
states, contrary to the urban myth that the University of Florida created them by manipulating DNA to control mosquito populations. 

TIPS TO HELP KEEP BUG FROM STICKING AND ALSO REMOVING THEM FROM YOUR VEHICLE 

¶ 'ÅÔ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÃÏÁÔ ÏÆ ×ÁØ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÎÏ×ȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÉÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÇ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÒÕÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅÓ ÐÁÉÎÔȢ 

¶ ) ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅ ÈÁÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÂÕÇÓ ÏÎ ÉÔȟ ÔÏ ×ÅÔ Á ÂÕÎÃÈ ÏÆ ÄÒÙÅÒ ÓÈÅÅÔs and 
place over effected area.  Let set for  a few minutes and then wipe off.  I hear that it works like a charm.  

         Information resourced from Internet search 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PH
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lovebug#cite_note-denmark-1#cite_note-denmark-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lovebug#cite_note-short-5#cite_note-short-5
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lovebug#cite_note-denmark-1#cite_note-denmark-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DNA


May 2012-Calendar of EVENTS 
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NOTES: 

Events and activi-

ties are subject to 

change. In the 

event that they do 

change, your Ac-

tivities Director 

will send out an 

email blast stating 

the change.  Thank 

you! 

 

Recycling Day 

Recycling Day 

Trivia Night  
6PMɂ8:30PM 

Ball Room 
Nintendo Wii 
Bowling Night  
6:30PMɂ8PM 

Community 

Bingo Night 

with Pajama 

Theme 

7PM  

Social  

Committee   

7:00PM 

Bunco Night  
6:45 PM 

Bunco Night  
6:45 PM 

Mahjongg 

3PM 

Mahjongg 
3PM 

Basketball 

Poker Night  

Deli 

7:00PM 

Poker  
Deli 7PM 

Poker Night  
Deli 
7:00PM 

Poker Night  
Deli 
7:00PM 

 Family  
Movie Night  
7PM Town 

Center 
 

Karaoke Night  
7:30PM 
At Deli  

Mahjongg 

3PM 

Poker Night  

Deli 

7:00PM 

Recycling Day 

Dressed 
in Hope 
10AM 

Relay for Life  
Event 2PM 

 

Relay for 
Life FINAL 

Party 6:30P  

-ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ 
Brunch at Deli  

11AM 

FISH FRY 
at the Deli  Neighborhood 

Watch Block 

Captain and 

Emergency 

Planning 6:30 
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May 2012 -Calendar of ACTIVITIES 

CLUB ACTIVITY CONTACT PERSON LOCATION TIMES SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

PILATES PLUS TONE & 
SCULPT 

Jessica-Wave of Wellness 
Town Center Ball 

Room 
Every Monday at 6:15PM   *           

MAHJONGG Bette Hicks 
Town Center 
Card Room 

Meets on every other Thursdays at  
3PM  

    *    

AQUATIC FUSION JessicaτWave of Wellness Resort Pool 
Start back up when the weather 

warms up 
      *  

BUNCO 
Elaine Hudgeons 

Elainegenter@yahoo.com 
Town Center 

Lobby 
Meets 2nd and 4th Thursday from 

6:45PM-9PM 
        *      

TAI CHI/QiGong Kevin Merrigan 
Town Center Ball 

Room 
Meets every Thursday at 6:30PM        *      

CYCLING CLUB TBD (Need volunteer) TBD TBD               

RUNNING CLUB Dex Dexter 
Next to Basket-

ball Courts 
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 6PM               

WALKING CLUB Nadine Dexter 
Next to Basket-

ball Courts 
Every Tuesday and Thursday at 6PM               

TENNIS CLUB Pedro Estrada Lake Nona Deli             *   

SOCIAL COMMITTEE Activities Director Town Center  Wednesday, May 16th 7PM       *        

GOLF CLUB TBD (need volunteer) TBD Under construction        

Pilates Plus Tone 
And Sculpt  
6:15 PM  

Pilates Plus Tone 
And Sculpt  
6:15 PM  

Tai Chi ɀQigong 
6:30PM  

Walkers Meet 
6PM 

Tai Chi ɀQigong 
6:30PM  

Walkers Meet 
6PM 

Tai Chi ɀQigong 
6:15PM  

Walkers Meet  
6PM 

Tai Chi ɀQigong 
6:30PM  

Walkers Meet 
6PM 

VillageWalk  

Walkers Meet 

6PM 

VillageWalk  

Walkers Meet 

6PM 

Tai Chi ɀQigong 
6:30PM  

Walkers Meet 
6PM 

VillageWalk  

Walkers Meet 

6PM 

VillageWalk  

Walkers Meet 

6PM 





DYNAMICS OF NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

What is Neighborhood Watch?  
¶ Organized and trained volunteer citizens in action 
¶ Extra eyes and ears of the Orlando Police Department 
¶ A partnership between the Neighborhood Watch Unity and citizens 
Basic Parts of Neighborhood Watch  
¶ Residential Security 
¶ Shared Responsibility between the citizens and police 
Free Home Security Survey  
¶ Community Policing Division Office at 407-246-2461 
¶ Telephone Chain Cardɂlist of street members of neighborhood watch. 

- Used to report suspicious activity, call 911 first for severe emergencies 
- Call list to active street member s used only for security issues 

Operation Identification  
¶ Free electronic engraver available from Block Captains 
OPD Crime Alert  
¶ Go to www.cityoforlando.net, click on Police, click on Crime Alert 
Block Duty Captains  
¶  Work with the Coordinator to organize yearly meetings 
¶ Distribute via email, Crime Bulletins from OPD to neighbors 
¶ Watch Residents 
¶ Work with Coordinator and participate in yearly National Night Out 
¶ Maintain with periodic updates , an accurate and confidential telephone chain card. 
 
Neighborhood Watch forms are available in the Town Center office  or can be requested in pdf format.  Contact the  
Town Center at 407-888-ςχπτ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÒÅÅÔȭÓ "ÌÏÃË #ÁÐÔÁÉÎȢ  #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ "ÌÏÃË 
Captains for Charlton Lane, Esta Lane, Gilford Lane, Modena Lane and Pasha Lane.   

VILLAGEWALK AT LAKE NONA ðNEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  

 
VillageWalk at Lake Nona is now a member of the Neighborhood Watch program.  Neighborhood Watch is a national pro-

gram that involves all residents in keeping their community safe through active communication.  We are being sponsored  by 

the City of Orlando and receive direction and support from them.  In order to make this a truly effective program we need each 

resident at VillageWalk to take part. That is why we ask for your contact information.  We will then forward this information 

to the Block Captain on your street.  You will be notified and give a call list and then you become another great link in this 

great community program.  Your information will not be used for any other purpose other than our Neighborhood watch pro-

gram. Thank you to our homeowner Dex Dexter for initiating this great cause. 

 

Please fill out the form below and return it to the VillageWalk Conciergeôs Desk in the Town Center Monday ïFriday.   

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________Owner/Renter (please circle) 

Email: _______________________________________ 

Home Phone #: ________________________________ 

Work Phone#: _________________________________ 

Mobile Phone #: ________________________________ 
 

Thank you for your participation in the Neighborhood Watch at VillageWalk. 

 





Dressed in Hope 

One evening in the middle of all of the devastating stories of the nightly news, I noticed a small seg-
ÍÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ ×ÈÏ ÅÍÂÁÒËÅÄ ÕÐÏÎ Á ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ȰÏÎÅ ÄÒÅÓÓ ÁÔ Á ÔÉÍÅȱȢ )Ô 
made me think about all of the special outfits that have punctuated my life ɀ the dress I wore on my 
first day of kindergarten, my eighth grade dance, first date, and my wedding day. Each one holds spe-
cial memories and it prompted me to wonder about the millions of children, who will never experi-
ence the joy of owning something that was made just for them - a special dress, toy, or even a soft 
blanket. And so I dusted off my antiquated sewing machine and just began making simple dresses. 
Along the way I partnered with several charitable organizations that work with desperately poor 
people around the world, and discovered amazing women who enthusiastically offered to help sew 
ÄÒÅÓÓÅÓȢ  .Ï× ×Å ÁÒÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ ρππ ÄÒÅÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ȰÐÏÃËÅÔ ÄÏÌÌÓ ȰÔÏ Á ÒÅÍÏÔÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ distributed to one of 
twenty orphanages overcrowded with children who either have AIDS or who have tragically been orphaned by this devastating disease. 
 
In order to keep the momentum going, I thought to myself that I needed help.  I had to elicit the help of interested volunteers to cut patterns, sew, 

and  embellish the dolls.  While exhibiting at the Village Walk ""Share Your Wares" event.  I met fellow resi-
dents, Monica McNertney and Lynne Christeson.  
They were excited to learn of my mission and offered to help me form a sewing group and on February 16th,  
the first sewing party of 12 women descended upon the Town Center ready to help in any way they 
could.  Not all were sewers. Some cut patterns for dresses and dolls.  Others organized material and embel-
lished the small "pocket dolls" that each girl receives along with her dress.  But EVERYONE had a great time 
and met new friends.  
 
Our first shipment will be hand delivered by VillageWalk resident Nancy Wilson to orphanages in remote 
areas of Africa.  Nancy is a global ambassador for Christian Cru-
saders, as well as an accomplished author and professional 
story teller. 

 
We have decided that we will get together at the VillageWalk Town Center on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month and work on our projects.   
 
 

If you would like to join us, please contact me at JoannePorreco@yahoo.com.  Everyone is welcome to 
participate (sewers and non-sewers are needed).  If you would like to donate to our charity please 
senda check to Dressed In Hope. 

 

The quotation that inspires us on this mission: I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but 

I can do something.  And I will not let what I cannot do interfere with what I can do"  Edward Everett 

Hale For more information about our cause, please visit our website at  http://dressedinhope.org 

We HOPE you will join us! 

Emily Wilson, Joanne Porreco & Nancy Wilson. 

L to R: Lynne Christeson, Monica McNertney, Julie Mund, Karen Arruda, Paula Fontana, 
Michelle Hecksel, Suzanne Gupta, Elaine Mullins, Joanne Porreco, Roasanne Harakel 

The quotation that inspires us:   

 
 I am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I 
can do something.  And I will not let what I cannot do inter-
fere with what I can do"  Edward Everett Hale  


